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Growing:

In Bible study #1, do you remember reading about what the color green meant?
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    If you think,”Green is for growing”, you are right!
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            Now, do you remember what it is that will help us to grow? 

It is the Bible- read the Bible or listen to the Bible being read. Or listen to a Bible story on tape.

One-of-a-kind:

The Bible is a one-of-a-kind book and it has a one-of-a-kind message. It tells us the things God wants us to know. It’s a story stretching from the creation of the world until eternity, when we will live forever with God in heaven.  

It is filled with the history of how God and the humans he created have gotten along for thousands of years. It tells us how Jesus came to save us from sin and make us friends with God. And it’s a map showing us how to follow God’s ways.
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It is Important to read the Bible:

You might ask, “Why is it so important to read the Bible?” 

Well, here’s the deal! One of the many reasons we should read the Bible is because it is God’s way of speaking to us about Himself.
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We can’t see God, because God is spirit. He doesn’t have a physical body like we do. God knew that it would be hard for us to understand exactly what he is like, so he came up with a wonderful way for us to know him. God, the Father, sent his Son, Jesus, to be born as a baby in Bethlehem. 

Jesus grew up and lived as a man – a very special, kind, perfect man. We can be sure that when we learn what Jesus is like, we will know what God is like. Jesus is just like God, his Father in heaven. In fact, Jesus is God! Jesus shows us exactly what God is like! Read John 14:1-11.
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How do I read the Bible?

At this point you may be thinking, “I don’t really know how to read the Bible. I’ve never read the Bible before.”

Well, that is why we have sent you this study on the Bible and how to read the Bible. You will soon see how very easy it is to read your Bible. If you don’t have a Bible yet, maybe you can get one. A good one to get would be a New King James Bible or a NIV Bible.
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[image: image12.wmf]More important than which translation of the Bible you read, is the fact that you should read the Bible everyday, if possible. This is important to your spiritual health. As you eat the right kinds of food to make your body healthy, you also need to read the Bible to make you spiritually healthy. The Bible is very clear about the importance of reading your Bible every day. 
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[image: image15.wmf][image: image16.wmf][image: image17.wmf][image: image18.wmf][image: image19.wmf]With this study, we are sending you “The Plan of Life” booklet, which is the Gospel of John. This is one of the books from inside the Bible which tells us about the life of Jesus Christ. If you have a Bible, you can read right from your own Bible. Just find the Gospel of John in your own Bible. There is an index at the beginning of your Bible, if you need help finding the book of John. The book of John is the fourth book in the New Testament right after the book of Luke. The Gospel of John was written by John, a disciple of Jesus who spent 3 years with Jesus. He knew Jesus very well and we are happy to have this book about Jesus’ life

What should you do before reading?
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The first thing you should do before reading the Bible is to pray. Pray and ask God to help you understand what you are reading. And when you understand, then God would like you to respond back to Him about what you just read. When you talk with a friend, you want them to talk with you, don’t you?   Pray, read, and respond.
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It’s important for you to know that when you first start reading, you won’t understand everything you read in the Bible. As you grow, you will understand more and more. So, read what you do understand and soon you will come to something you do not understand. Keep on reading. Before long, you will come to something you do understand. Gradually, what you understand will help you to understand what you did not understand before!
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Does that make sense to you? In other words, never give up on reading the Bible.
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It’s time to practice!

Now, let’s practice reading the Bible. ( 
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[image: image25.wmf][image: image26.wmf]Each book in the Bible has chapters and verses. Turn to page 9 in the Gospel of John (the booklet we sent you). Find Chapter 3 (the large number). Now find verse 16 (the small number). This is John 3:16 (the book of John, Chapter 3, and verse 16).
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“For God so loved the world that He gave His 

only begotten Son, that whosoever believes on Him 

should not perish but have everlasting life.”

John 3:16
This verse tells us that God sent His Son Jesus, and that 

whoever believes in Him will have eternal life.
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Now, how can we respond or talk with God about this verse? We can pray like this:
1. Thank you, God, for sending Jesus.
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2. I do believe in Jesus.

3. Thank you, God, that when I die I will go to heaven.
That’s all there is to it! We read, then pray 

(talk ) back to God about what we read.

___________________________________________________________________

Let’s try another verse.
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[image: image32.wmf][image: image33.wmf]Turn to page 27 in the Gospel of John (the booklet we sent you). Find Chapter 6 (the large number). Now find verse 63 (the small number). This is John 6:63 (the book of John, Chapter 6, and verse 63).
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Now that was 

easy, wasn’t it? 

Let’s read together…

This verse tells us that the Spirit gives life, 

but our flesh can do nothing. 

Now how can we respond or talk with God 

about this verse? 

You should talk to God as you would with a 

friend. We can pray like this:


1. Lord, help me to live by your Spirit who gives life. (What God wants me to do)

2. Lord, help me not to live by my flesh. (What I want)

3. Thank you, God, for speaking to me through the Bible and for giving 

      me life in your Spirit.
That’s all there is to it! We read, then pray 

(talk) back to God about what we read.

Now go ahead and try these other verses on your own:

John 1:1-3

(You can tell God you believe something about Him)


John 1:12

(You can thank God for what happened because you believe Him)
John 14:6

(You can tell God you believe something about His Son)


John 13:34-35    
(You can respond to God by asking Him to help you do something)

John 17:3

(You can thank God because you have something)
       
1. Pray and ask God to help you understand what you are going to read.


2. Read a verse in the Bible.


3. Respond (pray) back to God what you just read. Remember, prayer is talking with God.
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